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DR. TERRY J. MANDEL

FAMILY PRACTICE, BOARD CERTIFIED

11043 SPICE LANE

FISHERS, IN 46037


Telephone: (317) 965-2816

E-mail: tjmandel@sbcglobal.net


September 19, 2023

Nicholas G. Alexiou, Attorney at Law

Isaacs & Isaacs Law Firm

1601 Business Center Court

Louisville, KY 40299
RE:
Natalie Thompson 

Dear Mr. Alexiou:

Per your request for an Independent Medical Evaluation on your client, Natalie Thompson, please note the following medical letter.

On September 19, 2023, I performed an Independent Medical Evaluation. I reviewed an extensive amount of medical records, took the history directly from the patient and her father, and performed a physical examination. A doctor-patient relationship was not established.

The patient is an 8-year-old female who was involved in an automobile accident on/or about March 11, 2022. A police vehicle went through an intersection without the siren on. The driver of the patient’s vehicle who had a green light entered the intersection and as a result struck the side of the police vehicle. The patient’s vehicle was totaled and not drivable. The patient was in a 1988 Chevy Silverado truck. The patient was a passenger restrained in the front. She was jerked. Although she denied loss of consciousness she did hit her head on the dash resulting in a laceration that bled. The patient does have a permanent scar on the forehead. She had headaches that have improved greatly. Her neck pain has resolved.
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Treatment Timeline: The timeline of treatment was that a couple of days later the child was seen in Health Horizons in Kokomo. The children’s pediatrician did an exam and did follow up.

Activities of Daily Living: Activities of daily living affected are none.

Medications: None.

Present Treatment: Present treatment for this condition is none.

Past Medical History: Unremarkable.

Past Traumatic Medical History: The child never injured her head in the past. The child never had a laceration or scar on her head.

Past Surgical History: Negative.

Occupation: She is a student.

Review of Records: I reviewed medical records including emergency room records from St. Vincent’s Kokomo Hospital: States in reality 6-year-old female presents via private vehicle after MVA prior to arrival. A vehicle pulled out in front of them and they hit the rear end of the vehicle at approximately 30-40 miles per hour.  There were no airbags in the vehicle. The front end is damaged and the back end of the other vehicle is torn off. The child states she hit her head on an older radio that sat in the middle. She did not pass out. She had some swelling to the forehead and complains of a headache. The patient also complains of right knee pain. The emergency room diagnosis is that of cervical strain, closed head injury, knee contusions, and MVA. They did x-rays of the knee. Impression was negative views of the right knee. They did a CT of the brain and head. It showed a subtle frontal scalp contusion. No CT evidence of acute intracranial abnormality. CT of the cervical spine showed normal alignment of the cervical spine. Impression: No acute abnormality. 

After review of the medical records and performing an IME, I have found that all of her treatment as outlined above and for which she has sustained as a result of the automobile accident of March 11, 2022, were all appropriate, reasonable, and medically necessary.
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Physical Examination: On physical examination, by me, Dr. Mandel, September 19, 2023, on general appearance there was a 2-cm vertical scar involving the mid lower forehead region. ENT examination was otherwise negative with pupils equal and reactive to light and accommodation. Extraocular muscles were intact. Examination of the neck was unremarkable with normal thyroid and normal cervical musculature. Auscultation of the heart was regular rate and rhythm. Auscultation of the lungs was clear. Abdominal examination was soft with normal bowel sounds. Examination of the thoracic and lumbar spine was unremarkable. Examination of the extremities including the knees was unremarkable. Neurological examination revealed reflexes normal and symmetrical at 2/4. Circulatory examination revealed pulses normal and symmetrical at 2/4.

Diagnostic Assessments by Dr. Mandel: 

1. Head trauma, laceration, and frontal scalp contusion.

2. Posttraumatic cephalgia with headaches occurring approximately every two weeks at the present.

3. Cervical strain and trauma resolved.

4. Knee contusions and trauma resolved.

The above four diagnoses are directly caused by the automobile accident in question of March 11, 2022.

At this time, I do not feel the patient has a permanent impairment.

I am cautiously optimistic that with the passage of time, these occasional headaches will resolve. It is my feeling as well with the passage of time the scar in the forehead region hopefully will not require surgical scar revision. 

I have not provided medical care or any treatment for this claimant. I have not made any referrals or advised any treatment. I have seen the patient one time for the purposes of doing an Independent Medical Evaluation. We have not entered into a doctor-patient relationship.

The above opinions are based solely on the information provided and mentioned above and they are expressed within a reasonable degree of medical certainty based upon the scientific principles accepted in the medical community. 
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I am dual board certified in both family practice and also osteopathic medicine. I have over 40 years experience in these types of cases. Informed consent was obtained for an elective examination during the COVID-19 pandemic. The patient and the family understood the potential risk of acquiring COVID-19 and agreed to the exam rather than deferring to a later date. Informed consent to conduct this review was obtained and to share my findings with any party who requests this information.

If I could be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Terry Mandel, D.O.
TM/gf
